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Burger Urges 
Reform, Classes 
For Prisoners 

By Nancy Scannell 
Washington Post Staff Writer 


WILLIAMSBURG, Va., Dec. 
7 — Chief Justice Warren E. 
Burger ticked off a list of 
problems in the nation’s 
correctional system tonight 
and said that prisoners should 
be given the opportunity of 
education. 

“The figures on literacy (of 
prisoners) alone are enough to 
make one wish that every 
sentence imposed could in- 
clude a provision that wo uld 
grant release when the pris- 
oner has learned to read and 
write, to do simple arithmetic, 
and then to develop some 
basic skill that is saleable in 
the marketplace ... to which 
he must someday return,” 
Burger told the nation’s first 
Conference on Corrections 
here. 

More than 350 delegates — in- 
cluding ex-convicts, judges, 
wardens, police chiefs, parole 
officers and congressmen — 
have come together in this his- 
toric town for three days of 
seminars and discussi.on 
groups. 

The conference is expected 
to send a set of recommenda- 
tions to the Justice Depart- 
ment on Wednesday for estab- 
lishing penal reform pro- 
grams. 

In what he referred to as 
“cursory observation” of the 
corrections system as com- 
pared to the expertise of the 
delegates, the Chief Justice 
said that urgent attention 
should be given to crowded 
prisons; lack of basic aca- 
demic and vocational skills of 
many inmates; inadequate rec- 1 
reational facilities, and the 
need for more sensitive, better 
trained corrections officials 
“from the lowest guard to the 
highest administrators.” 


The Chief Justice also sug- 
gested that inmated are in j 
danger of losing their ability ! 
for self-control and manage- 
ment if a correctional institu- 
tion exerts total control over 
prisoners’ personal lives. 

“What can be wrong with al- 
lowing prisoners to practice, 
on '"a small scale, the very 
things we will insist they do 
when they are again free?” he 
asked. 

Other points Burger made: 


® The recent turmoil at At- 
tica and San Quentin prisons, 
two of the most modern facili- 
ties in the country prove the 
weakness of the “bricks and 
mortar” approach to correc- 
tions. He said smaller struc- 
tures are needed in locations 
that allow work release pro- 
grams, convenient housing for 
prison officials and accessibil- 
ity for family visits to in- 
mates. 

• “Just anybody” will not 
suffice as a corrections officer. 
He hailed Attorney General 
John N. Mitchell’s announce- 
ment on Monday of plans to 
create a National Corrections 
Academy for the training of 
prison officials as “one of the 
milestones in American 
correctional history.” 

•Improved classification 
procedures are needed to 
segregate “riot-prone” pris- 
oners from others, and useful 
and first offenders from re- 
cidivists, incorrigible^, drug 
addicts and the mentally . dis- 
turbed. 


• Recreational facilities suf- 
ficient to end the “terrible ef- 
fect of boredom, frustration of 
empty hours and pointless ex- 
istence of prison life ” should 
be provided. 

0 A means of regular com- 
munication should be estab- 
lished between inmates and 
prison officials. 

■ The Chief Justice said the 
judicial system is attempting! 
to “put our house in order” by j 
enacting programs approved. 1 
at a special judicial confer- 
ence in October that would ex- 
pedite trials, the appeals proc- 
i ess, and avoid instances of 
delay. 

“In some places, the time 
lags between arrest and trial 
is hardly less than a public 
disgrace,” Burger said, attrib- 
uting the laxity to overloaded 
court dockets, overworked de- 
fense and prosecution lawyers 
and the “maneuvering of law- 
yers who misconceive their 
function” as seeking trial de- 
lays. 

Defendants who “exploit 
procedural devices” to post- 
pone a final guilty verdict for 
a number of years often find 
that their “warfare with so- 
ciety has embedded and inten- 
sified their hostilities and ren- 
dered prospects for future im- 
provement virtually zero,” he 
added. 

Furthermore, Burger said, 
sentencing delays expose the 
public to added dangers when 
the accused is in fact “an in- .< 
corrigible criminal whose re- 
lease on bail is exploited to o 
commit new crimes.” f 

And in some cases, the crim- " 
inal thinks he risks only a con- t 1 
current sentence for crimes a 
committed while awaiting^ s 
sentencing, he said. s 



